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NOTES AND SUGGESTIONS

A Fundamental Study of Mats of the Kuril Ainu:
The Positioning of Materials in the Hakodate City Museum Collection

OSAKA Taku

In this paper, we examine three mats that are
likely to be of Kuril Ainu origin and, after reviewing
as much relevant information as is possible at this
stage, have confirmed the characteristics of their
production techniques and material selection. The
conclusions are as follows:

(1) Based on the characteristics of the materials
used, mats A-C are most likely fo have been made
by the Kuril Ainu.

(2) The label on mat A, which is marked with
‘i, is thought to indicate that the material was
collected on Shumshu Island in the Kuril Islands,
which is important because it not only supports the
assumption in (1), but also indicates that the date of
collection was before the forced relocation of the
Kuril Ainu from Shumshu fo Shikotan Island in 1884.

(3) The related documents suggest that there
are several possible routes of origin for mats A-
C, including collection by the (former) Hakodate
Museum, transfer from the Tokyo Temporary Museum
in 1881, and a ‘presentation’ of materials from
Nemuro Prefecture in 1884, but they do not clarify
the direct correspondence between mats A-C.

(4) The production techniques of mats A-C are
basically identical to those of the undecorated
mats of the Hokkaido Ainu and Karafuto (currently
Sakhalin) Ainu.

(5) The remarkable features of the materials
selected for mats A-C can be inferpreted as the
result of adaptation fo the environment of the
cenfral and northern Kuril Islands.

OSAKA Taku : Ainu Culture Group, Ainu Culture Center, Hokkaido Museum
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