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RESEARCH REPORT

Narrative Prose of Ainu Oral Literary Art:

The Woman Betrayed by Her Husband

OHTANI Yoh-ichi

This study has two parts: (1) an audio record
Ainu oral literature, in original Ainu as recorded by
the author of this study; and (2) the Japanese
franslation as text.

On March 8th, 1996, Ms. MATSUSHIMA Tomi
(1922-2010) performed an iyonruyka in progressive
verse. Ms. UEDA Toshi (1912-2005) listened to and
memorized the presentation. She removed the
melody and refrain from the iyonruyka, and on
September 27th, 1997, presented the reconstructed
literature as an uwepeker.

To summarize the story, a man who had visited
Japan to trade returned with a Japanese woman,
so his wife, in anger, took their infant child and ran
away from home. Meanwhile, when the Japanese
woman sent a letter to her relatives, the husband’s
house was beset by a host of quarrelsome Japanese.
Losing the argument, the husband had all of his
freasures seized in compensation. The husband
sulked in bed until he ran out of food and perished.
The story is told from the perspective of its protago-
nist, the wife.

OHTANI Yoh-ichi : Ainu Culture Group, Ainu Culture Research Center, Hokkaido Museum
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