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ARTICLE

Al-Aided Automatic Processing of the Ainu Language:
What Has Been Done, What Is Expected to Be Done, What Should Not Be Done.

OKUDA Osami

In recent years, automatic speech recognition
and synthesis technologies have advanced signifi-
cantly. While these technologies are expected to
be applied to the world's endangered languages,
there are skeptical views due to the limitation of
resources. Based on the experience of the research
project of Ainu automatic speech recognifion and
synthesis, the present author infroduces some prac-
fical goals for the application of these technologies

fo Ainu concerning some particular situations of this
language. In consideration of the social and politi-
cal situations in which Ainu is placed, this study
further argues aspects including assurance of rights
of Ainu speakers and their families, assurance of
opportunities for learners, and awareness and regu-
lation of the influence of neighboring major lan-
guages such as Japanese.
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