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RESEARCH REPORT

An Ainu House Constructed in 1907 That Stands Today in Nibutani,

Biratori Town, Saru District

SUZUKI Akiyo

This study utilizes methods including measure-
ment survey and bibliographic survey o report on
the historical position of an Ainu residence which
was built in 1907 (Meiji year 40), and stands today
in Nibutani, Biratori Town, Saru District. This building
differs from traditional Ainu residences, and primar-
ily utilizes Japanese architectural fechniques devel-
oped in Honshu and further south. Ifs configuration
is a 2100 mm x 5460 mm timber-structured, single-

story house with a hipped, thatched roof and
wood-paneled exterior walls. The building is a valu-
able historical structure which demonstrates that
exchange of architectural techniques occurred
between Ainu and migrants to Hokkaido from
Honshu and further south. We find that this building
can be placed in a confinuum of fransition from
Ainu tradifional residences to Japanese-style resi-
dences based on Japanese architecture.
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