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Description of Garments of Deities

ARTICLE

Portrayed in Narrative Prose of Ainu Oral Literary Art:

Analysis of Materials from the Digital Archive of the Ainu Language

YASUDA Chika

In the view of the world established by narra-
five prose within Ainu oral literary art, deities fre-
quently take human form and appear before
humans, both in dreams and reality. It is conven-
tionally explained that the various deities wear
garments that reflect their frue nature when ap-
pearing before humans: “Water deity = garments
with droplet motfif”, "Black fox deity = black gar-
ments of superior quality”, “Cuckoo deity = cuckoo
motfif”, and so forth. However, observing materials

made available to the public via the Digital Archive
of the Ainu Language, we learn that the oration of
appearances of deities differs from this, utilizing
abstract expressions, specific color representations,
and the like. This paper hypothesizes that, of these,
the use of the color black is linked to color repre-
sentation that is peculiar to Ainu culture, and, by
classifying descriptions of deities info four types,
tests the hypothesis with specific examples.
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