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ARTICLE

Modern Ainu Society in Shiribeshi Region,
and the Scope of Folkcraft Article Collection:

Examining Nine Counties of Shiribeshi Province under Jurisdiction of the Sapporo Agency
of the Former Hokkaido Development Commission

OSAKA Taku

This study examines an area within the Shiribeshi
region located in southeast Hokkaido, spanning the
nine counties of Iwanai, Furuu, Shakotan, Bikuni,
Furubira, Yoichi, Oshoro, Takashima, and Otaru,
which were under the jurisdiction of the Sapporo
Agency of the Development Commission during
the Meiji era. It explores the situation of the modern
ethnic Ainu from various historical materials, while
also confirming upon what manner of historical
background the collection of ethnological materi-
als was developed. Analysis has produced the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) The ethnic Ainu population of the exam-
ined area was 1,254 in 1854, 551 in 1891, and 262
in 1935, demonstrating an extremely rapidly de-
creasing tfrend.

(2) Entering the modern era, ethnic Ainu in the
examined region faced severe restrictions on inland
fishery imposed by the Development Commission.

Many Ainu fransitioned info employed fishery labor-
ers, and some were able to operate stable busi-
nesses as holders of herring frap nets.

(3) Under the Ordinance for Issuing Land
Certificates of 1877, private land ownership rights
were reserved for ethnic Ainu in Yoichi County, and
private land ownership rights were recognized for
ethnic Ainu in the other eight counties. However, in
1880, ethnic Ainu of Otaru County became subject
to forced migration, and in other areas, there were
also frequent examples of complete seizure of land
by Japanese immigrants, further destabilizing Ainu
ways of life.

(4) Folkcraft articles collected in this region are
biased towards certain ceremonial implements
which deeply interested researchers. It is difficult fo
gain insight info the ways of life of the ethnic Ainu
of this era from these arficles alone.

OSAKA Taku : Ainu Culture Group, Ainu Culture Research Center, Hokkaido Museum
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