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MATERIALS

New ltems Related to the ‘Ekashi-kenru’

Ainu Culture Exhibition Facility:

Introduction New Acquisitions to Hokkaido Museum’s Collection in 2019

OSAKA Taku and OGAWA Masahito

On December 18th, 2018, the museum received
a donation from Ms OGURA Hiroko, a relatfive of Mr
OGURA Hanzaburo, who was the publisher of the
Oshamanbe Tribune — a newspaper in the fown-
ship of Oshamanbe. This paper infroduces 62 pho-
tographs relating fo the Ainu people among the
materials which have been registered at the mu-
seum as of October 1st, 2019.

Observing the transition of the photographed
buildings, we found that over the period from the
opening of ‘Ekashi-kenru’ in 1931 to 1936, the build-
ing underwent at least three large-scale renova-
fions.

Of the donated items, the final photograph of
‘Ekashi-kenru’ is dated 1936. An article on page 2
of the Hakodate Mainichi Shimbun Newspaper's
May 22nd, 1937 edition reports that ‘Now, Ekashi-

kenru exists in name only’, with the cause said fo
be ‘destruction by heavy winds'. The Ogura photo-
graph collection itself continues without inferruption,
including photographs of the opening ceremony of
Asahi Bridge in 1942 (Figure 13:1) and the ‘prayer
for victory at war’ ceremony in December 1943
(Figure 13:2). The complete lack of other photo-
graphs related to ‘Ekashi-kenru’ suggests not a
coincidental loss of photographs, but rather that
activities to operate exhibition facilities focused on
restored Ainu dwellings had ceased. An article on
page 2 of the Donan Shinpo newspaper's October
30th, 1952 edition reported that Mr Ogura relocated
to Sapporo, and mentioned that ‘Mr Ogura man-
aged Ekashi-kenru until around the year Showa 11
(1936)," further supporting our supposition.

OSAKA Taku : Ainu Culture Group, Ainu Culture Research Center, Hokkaido Museum
OGAWA Masahito : Director for Ainu Culture Research Center, Hokkaido Museum
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