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ARTICLE

Ainu Societies of the Oshima Peninsula and
the Perspective of Folkcraft Article Material Collectors:

Centered upon the Territory of Jurisdiction of the Former Hakodate Office of the

Hokkaido Development Commission

OSAKA Taku

This study primarily examines regions of the
Oshima Peninsula, located in southern Hokkaido,
which were governed by the Hakodate Office of
the Hokkaido Development Commission during the
early Meiji period. As we classify the location of
collection and composition of Ainu folkcraft articles
by era, we further examine the ‘bias’ resulfing from
the material collection process through comparison
to literary materials. We have found that at present,
the ‘Ainu folkcraft articles’ in our museum collec-
fion, in ferms of the materials collected in the latter
half of the 19th century, only represents a limited
aspect of a small portion of the Ainu people of that
time.

Collected folkcraft artficle materials are ex-

fremely valuable sources of information regarding
Ainu traditions such as hunting activities and rituals.
However, even looking back as far as the lafter half
of the 19th century, attempting to reconstruct
‘tradifional culture’ from these materials alone
merely results in reproducing the limits introduced
by the perspective of the original collectors, and
falls short of reconstructing the realities of human
lifestyles. By employing an essentialist perspective,
we freely explore possibilities of the ‘Ainu Culture’
model as a historical dynamic from modern and
recent collaborative research. Throughout this pro-
cess, we must constantly reconsider assessments of
these folkcraft materials.

OSAKA Taku : Ainu Culture Group, Ainu Culture Research Center, Hokkaido Museum
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