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ARTICLE

Fundamental Study regarding Rope for Tying Dead
of the Hokkaido Ainu:

Examining the Relation between Regional Production Technique Differences and
the East Line and West Line of Descent Groups Found in the East Hidaka Region

OSAKA Taku

‘Rope for Tying Dead’ are a category of straps

used in funeral rites by the Ainu. Classifying the

straps by production technique allows us to con-

sider the relatfionships between each classification

and its descent group. By using the results of this

analysis as a foundation to study materials formerly

in private collections that are now housed in muse-

ums, we are able to further identify fixed estimates

of the locations of collection.

Key findings of this analysis are:

(1)

(2)

(3)

Over 20 distinct types of weaving variations
exist among Rope for Tying Dead.

In the east Hidaka region, 10-string straps
(type b) are predominant, with slight co-
occurrence with 15-string straps (type a).
These correspond with ethnographic ac-
counts which assume that the former were
used as menasunkur, and the latter were
used as sumunkur.

In the Iburi region, 11-string and 12-string
straps are distributed in Chitose, Shiraoi,

()

and Noboribetsu. This indicates that distri-
bution of 15-string straps (type a) thought
to be used as sumunkur in the east Hidaka
region did not reach as far as the east Iburi
region.

Binding is known to have been performed
during wrapping of the dead even in north-
ern and eastern Hokkaido where few ex-
amples have been collected. However,
the absence of collected materials is
thought to be due to factors such as low
population, and the use of items such as
cord of indistinguishable purpose, or ad-
hoc items such as torn cofton cloth. This
may result from configurations that were
not well standardized.

For items held in personal collections in
which information regarding the location of
collection has been lost, it is in some cases
possible to estimate approximate locations
of collection by applying the results of this
analysis.

OSAKA Taku : Ainu Culture Group, Ainu Culture Research Center, Hokkaido Museum
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