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ARTICLE

Metric Orientation in Kamuyukar of Chitose District

Osami OKUDA

Following the author's previous papers (OKUDA
2012, 2017), this paper examines 2 examples of
kamuyukar (songs of gods) performed by a singer
from Chitose district, Hokkaido. The distribution of
accented syllables in lines and the rhythmic pat-
terns of lines with 4 or 5 syllables observed in the
examples are similar to those in the performances
by singers from Saru disfrict (OKUDA 2012 2017).

Thus, in the examples of Chitose district, the

accent oriented metrical rule, which specifies the
position of the first accented syllable in lines both
linguistically and musically, is applied as is the case
with examples of Saru District.

With a distance of more than 50 kilometers, the
geographic span of such metrical rules in Ainu verse
is suggestive of certain historical development of
the genres and fechniques in the Ainu oral litera-
ture.

Osami OKUDA : Sapporo Gakuin University
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