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Woven Basket (Saranip) of the Ainu

ARTICLE

Differences by Region and Period among Traditions
Transmitted as “Souvenirs” and “Traditional Crafts”

OSAKA Taku

This study aims to analyze and propose
categorization of Ainu woven basket (saranip) with
aftention to production technique, and to ascertain
differencesinregion and period among categorized
groups. Analysis has produced the following findings:

1) No Ainu woven baskets are found in Sakhalin,
and further, there are relatively large differences in
technigue between items found in the Kuril Islands
and Hokkaido.

2) Type la4 and Ib5 ceases after the 1950s. The
background cause is hypothesised to be the
migration of population from the Kuril Islands to
Hokkaido and further south following Japan's

wartime defeat.

3) The proportion of Type Il a3 has increased
and its distribution has expanded since the 1950~80s.

4) Type Il b3 appeared around the 1980s, and
is sfill produced ftoday.

5) Since the 2010s, production materials have
confinued tfo shiff towards endodermis fiber of the
cut-leaf elm (Umus laciniata). However, some
producers consider the traditional material to be
endodermis fiber of the Japanese |lime (Tilia
japonica), and both styles currently coexist.

OSAKA TAKU : Ainu Culture Group, Ainu Culture Research Center, Hokkaido Museum
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