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ARTICLE

A Basic Study regarding Ainu Materials of the Hamamasu Region:

Research Trends in the 1930s and the Activities of Artisan Sangoro Yamashita

OSAKA Taku

The aim of this study is to organize Ainu Materials
collected from Hamamasu, and ascertain the
particular characteristics of these collected inven-
tories with attention to functional aspects. Analysis
has produced the following findings:

1) Of the 82 items with information confirming
their point of collection as the Hamamasu region,
73 items (89.0%) were produced by Sangoro
Yamashita, an artisan who resided in Sapporo dur-
ing the early Showa period.

2) Of the 82 items collected in the Hamamasu
region, 70 (85.4%) are single-use religious ritual arti-
cles.

3) The high proportion of “single-use religious
ritual articles” is thought to be influenced by both
the strong research interests of the primary material
acquisitors, who include Takemitsu Natori and
Hiromichi Kono, as well as the scarcity of folkcraft
arficles collected through other initiatives.

4) Documentary records have confirmed that
Sangoro Yamashita produced and sold a large
variety of “modern” groups of works, such as carved
wooden bears and household articles. The discrep-
ancy between these activities and the composition
of collections at facilities such as museums is thought
to be influenced by researchers in the 1930s having
been more focused upon areas other than “mod-
ern” works.

OSAKA Taku : Ainu Culture Group, Ainu Culture Research Center, Hokkaido Museum
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