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ek=an ruwe ne akusu
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Ainu Oral Literature “Uwepeker”:

RESEARCH REPORT

A Story of a Man Who Kills a Huri that Falls in Love with a Mortal Woman

Yoh-ichi OHTANI

This text is a transcription by the author of a
recording of an Ainu story fold by Ms. Toshi Ueda
(1912-2005) from Penakori, Biratori Town, Saru-gun,
Hokkaido. She states that she inherited the story
from her sister, Ms. Kimi Kimura (1900-1988). The
genre of the story is called Uwepeker in Ainu oral
literature.

The hero of the story is a single young man who
lives on the upper Ishikari River. He sets out on a
journey to marry a girl who lives in the middle stretch
of the River. When he arrives, she is not there. She
has gone to the mouth of the River to work. The
chieftain at the river delta is paying unreasonably

low wages to the people working there. The young
man reforms the chieftain and is thanked by the
villagers. Later, the Kamuy (spirit) of a Huri in the
form of man tries to take the soul of the girl from
the middle stretch of the River, but the young man
kills it with his bow and arrow. The Kamuy of the
Huri appears to the young man in a dream and
apologizes for his bad behavior. The young man
marries the girl, has a large family, and lives a
happy life in association with the villagers in the
middle stretch of the River. The story teaches the
Ainu a lesson on the virtue of being kind to one's
parents

Yoh-ichi OHTANI : Ainu Culture Group, Ainu Culture Research Center, Hokkaido Museum
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