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Are Ainu Patterns “Talismans”? :

ARTICLE

Verifying the Common View Connected to the Clothing Culture

KITAHARA Jirota

Ainu patterns sometimes are interpreted fo
have various meanings such as “being a talisman”
or “representing a family line.” The validity of these
statements, and how they spread, are considered
in this article.

Since the shapes of itokpa (family crests) and
raunkut (amulet strings for women), etc. are related
to the family line, they obviously have meanings in
social systems such as rituals and marriages. On the
other hand, for patterns on clothing, none of the
resources indicated a connection with a family line.
Moreover, only a woman from Abuta Town in south-
western Hokkaido testified that the patterns “are
talismans”, and other cases could not be found.

Despite such a weak foundation, why are state-

ments like these so common? First, research on
Ainu culture since the early 20th century has tended
to generally search for the origin of their faith can
be pointed out. In line with this trend, Mashiho Chiri
and Genzo Sarashina drew analogies on the pat-
terns in the 1960s, which were then circulated re-
peatedly in works by Sarashina and Shigeru Kayano.
Although interpretations such as “talismans” and
“family crests” are infriguing and draw the inferest
of others, they are the result of misunderstandings
in the first place and the matter should be rectified
by research and the dissemination of culture. In
addition, the way to address different cultures
should be reconsidered.

KITAHARA Jirota : Center for Ainu and Indigenous Studies, Hokkaido University
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