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Ishu Retsuzo (E&HF%) and Ainu Culture :

ARTICLE

The Portraite of Shimochi and the Emperor’s Inspection

SASAKI Toshikazu and TANIMOTO Akihisa

This article aims to scrutinize a number of
fopics regarding Ishu Retsuzo created in 1790 by
Hirotoshi KAKIZAKI (Hakyo), chief retainer of the
Matsumae Clan, based on each specific sce-
nario depicted.

SASAKI discusses the question regarding the
portraite of Shimochi, one of the Ainu people
supposedly brought to Matsumae, in terms of
how faithfully the event was depicted by Hakyo,
by drawing attention to the portrayal of his bow.
Furthermore, questions such as the drawing of
Nishikomake's clothing were also examined in his

discussion of the validity of Ishu Retsuzo as a
historical record of Ainu history.

TANIMOTO, on the other hand, makes an
argument on the political function of Ishu Retfsuzo.
Specifically, he retraced the steps that led to the
imperial inspection of Emperor Koukaku, who
ascended to the throne in 1791, through re-
evaluation of the Journal of Hikokuro TAKAYAMA.
He also discusses the meaning of such imperial
inspection in relations between the imperial court
and the feudal government as well as between
the shogunate and domains.

SASAKI Toshikazu : Center for Ainu and Indigenous Studies, Hokkaido University

TANIMOTO Akihisa : Graduate School of Letters, Hokkaido University
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