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Ainu Oral Literature “Uwepeker”:

RESEARCH REPORT

A Story of the Lady Who Gave Birth to the Children of the God of Mountain and God

of the Sea

Yoh-ichi OHTANI

This text was composed in the written form by
the author based on an audio tape of an Ainu
story recited by Toshi UEDA (1912-2005), who was
from Penakori, Biratori, Saru District, Hokkaido.
According to Ms. UEDA, The story was passed on to
her through her older sister, Kimi KIMURA (1900-1988).
This story falls intfo the genre of Uwepeker in Ainu
oral literature.

The protagonist of the story is a girl who lives
alone with her older brother. The girl became preg-
nant merely because she was the object of admira-
tion from both the god of mountain and god of the
sea at the same fime, and gave birth to a pair of

twin boys. One of the boys was the son of the god
of mountain, while the other was the son of god of
the sea. The son born to the god of the mountain
was adopted by the woman's brother, while the
other son born fo the god of the sea was raised by
the man to whom the woman was betrothed to in
the village of Otfasam. The protagonist and her
siblings enshrined the fathers of her children, and in
turn received blessings from both gods in living hap-
pily thereafter.

The story is a classic Uwepeker that concludes
with a reciprocal relationship between Ainu and
the Kamuy.

Yoh-ichi OHTANI : Ainu Culture Group, Ainu Culture Research Center, Hokkaido Museum
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