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ARTICLE

Metric Orientations in Kamuyukar and Yaysamanena:

from Recorded Performances of Singers in the Saru District

Osami OKUDA

This paper, upon examination of examples of
Kamuyukar (songs of gods) and yaysamanena
(lyrical songs) performed by three singers from
middle and lower basin of Saru river, Hokkaido, in-
sists that two metric orientations of Ainu verse pro-
posed by the author's previous research (OKUDA,
2012), i.e. syllable number orientation and accent
orientation, are observed across individual perform-

ers and multiple genres. This paper also suggests
that these orientations are applied in different de-
grees among different genres. These two metric
orientations not only illustrate that Ainu verse obeys
more complex metric rules than previously thought
but also provide an effective perspective for cor-
relating metrics with the music in Ainu oral literature.
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