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A Trial Regarding Linguistic Exhibitions at the Hokkaido Museum (Report):

Focusing on the “Ainu Language Block” Established in Theme Two of the Main Exhibi-

tion

Masashi TAMURA and Koji DERIHA

This paper is a report on the production process
regarding the “Ainu Language Block,” a new ex-
hibit af the Hokkaido Museum, produced to enable
visitors to enjoy coming info contact with the Ainu
language. This aim of the paper is to report on how
much language, which is normally intangible, was
made “tangible” through the museum exhibition,
and use the report as material for in future debates.
The Hokkaido Museum opened in April 2015, and is
the result of a merger between the former Historical
Museum of Hokkaido and the former Hokkaido Ainu
Culture Research Center. The Ainu Language Block
is established in Theme Two, “The Culture and
Recent History of the Ainu.” This exhibition is an

adapted version based on an exhibit af the former
Hokkaido Ainu Culture Research Center. The report
focuses on how language has been handled in
historical and ethnological museum exhibits to
date, with a section chapter confirming within the
scope of the authors’ knowledge. This type of
structure was chosen for two reasons: one was the
desire to improve the Ainu Language Block while
receiving third-party assessment from museum
employees, museology researchers, Ainu language
researchers and the like. The second reason was to
offer a topic in which to consider the issues involved
in exhibiting languages, especially minority lan-
guages (including dialects), in museums.
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