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The Impact Enormous Volcanic Eruptions, Tsunamis and the Coldest
Period of the Little Ice Age Had on the Ainu |

Yuji SOEDA, Tomoya AONO, Yukihito NAGAYA, Tsuyoshi WATANABE,

Ayako SHIBUTANI, and Naoki KOHNO

The Ainu period was consistent with the Little
lce Age and maijority of other periods, but the 17th
century in Hokkaido was particularly cold, and
enormous volcanic eruptions and tsunamis fre-
quently occurred. As the Ainu language did not
exist in the written form, the impact these disasters
had on the Ainu cannot be read about in ancient
manuscripts. Therefore, we excavated the Kamuita-
pukopushita site in the city of Date, where the di-
sasters struck, and from the scientific analysis of the
remains and relics, restored the environment at the
fime, including the natural disasters, and began

inferdisciplinary research to clarify the impact on
the Ainu. In the 2015 fiscal year, investigations were
carried out on soil samples taken from 58 locations
in the vicinity of the site. At six of these locations,
animal bone fragments and shell fragments from
shell mounds estimated to be from the mid 17th
century were confirmed. As a result of this, when
sife excavations and investigations are carried out
in the following fiscal year, it will be possible to nar-
row down the excavation area in order fo achieve
the goals of the research more effectively.
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