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Folklore of Belief in Coastal Area of the Kako River and Yura River
Basin of a Deity as “Kawa-shimo”, “Kawa-suso” and “Kawa-so”

Naoji FUNAYAMA and Kouichi MURAKAMI

This article reports on investigations carried out
in 2015 under a JSPS Grant-in-Aid for Scientfific
Research, and is enfitled “Folklore Research of
Various Topics Regarding  Transmission  of
"Oharae” (purification) Ritual Traditions to Hokkaido
Through the western shipping route” (Research
Project Number 25370961). Based on five years of
investigations, this study seeks to clarify the fransmis-
sion and changes of fraditions formed among
“"Wajin" people in Hokkaido, taking into account
the interregional exchange conveyed through
routes such as the western shipping route of the Edo
period (1603-1868). Specifically, our goal is to sys-
tematically detail and compare ritual forms found

through Hokkaido, targeting purification rituals as

examples of folk customs which have been propa-
gated and fransmitted by the movement of people,
goods, and information from Honshu and further
south to the Japan Sea Coast of Hokkaido from the
17th century onward.

In this year's survey, a distribution survey was
carried out with regard to rituals concerning the
“"Kawa-shimo”, “Kawa-suso” and "Kawa-so™ god of
purification ritual in the river basins of the Tamba
and Tango regions of Kyoto prefecture. The aim of
this survey was to compare the rituals and folklore
in the river basins of rivers that flow into the Seto
Inland Sea-side and Sea of Japan-side, based on
the distribution surveys carried out in Hyogo prefec-
ture in 2013.

Naoji FUNAYAMA : Director, Curatorial Division, Hokkaido Museum

Kouichi MURAKAMI : Museum Studies Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum
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