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Akita Fort’s Trade and the Process of Formation of the Satsumon

Culture

Takuya SUZUK

When examining the process of the formation
of the Safsumon culture, we considered the situa-
tion regarding the trade and distribution between
Saftsumon culture groups and groups governed by
the Ritsuryo code, via Akita Fort. The results are as
follows.

In Hokkaido, at the beginning of the 8th cen-
tury, during the fransition between both eras,
mounded tombs built at the end of the Kofun pe-
riod were constructed as opposed to the pit burials
of the Zoku-Jomon culture, and the shape catego-
ries composition became similar fo that of the
Tohoku region’s Haji ware culture. These things indi-
cate that it is possible that groups from the Tohoku
Region’s Haji ware culture migrated to Hokkaido.

Around the 8" centfury, human and cultural
contact between the Zoku-Jomon culture and
Tohoku Haji ware culture resulted in Haji ware cul-
tural elements — such as grave and funeral systems,

shape categories composition, living arrangements,

etc. - being acceptedin to the Zoku-Jomon culture,
creafing a transition period of cultural fransforma-
fion that formed the Satsumon culture.

Looking at the movement of Sue ware, distribu-
tion of multiple patterned Satsumon earthenware,
and movement of iron implements, it is possible that
frade developed between groups from the
Satsumon culture and groups governed by the
Ritsuryo code in Akita (Dewa Province), via the Sea
of Japan route from the latter half of the 8" cen-
fury to the 9" century.

Historical materials from this period indicate
that tributes or feasts took place as a result of ex-
changes or trade between the people of the
Hokkaido region and those of groups governed by
the Ritsuryo code at Akita Fort in the Dewa Province,
providing evidence that groups from the Satsumon
culture developed frade and exchanges with
groups governed by the Ritsuryo code in Akita
(Dewa Province), via the Sea of Japan route.

Takuya SUZUKI : History Studies Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum
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