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Typological Study of Ceremonial Crowns of the Hokkaido Ainu

Taku OSAKA

This study is a typological classification of the
ceremonial crowns, mainly used by male Ainu who
live in Hokkaido, which were collected between
the 1870s and 1940s and are now part of the
Hokkaido University Botanical Garden collection.
The spatial distribution of each type was also exam-
ined. As a result of the analysis, the following types
were established.

Typel : Fig2-33852

Typellal : Fig2-9595,10631
Typella2 : Fig3

Typella4 : Fig4-9599

Typellb2 : Fig4-9596,11242
Typellb3 : Fig4-9596,11247
Typellb5 : Fig5-11246,11244,11248

Of these types, Typella2 was confirmed to be
distributed within a narrow scope around the Saru
River basin fowards Niikkappu, and Eniwa. Also, it
became clear that Typellb3 was probably distrib-
uted around the Funka Bay coast.

The materials in the Hokkaido University
Botanical Garden collection do not include materi-
als collected in eastern Hokkaido. The reason for this
is the following hypothesis referred to in the results
of ethnic group surveys: that is, compared to south-
western Hokkaido, the situations in which they were
used were limited in eastern Hokkaido, and there is
a possibility that researchers found it harder to ac-
quire samples.

Taku OSAKA : Ainu Culture Group, Ainu Culture Research Center, Hokkaido Museum
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